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From the President’s Desk
Despite the COVID19 problem, our message
via this newsletter can
continue on its usual
way, in view of the fact
that in the past it has
been assembled in nearisolation anyhow. Editor
Chuck Rehberg and I
gather the information
and visuals useful for conveying to you the
reader the news about what’s happening in our
worlds. Then it’s transmitted via computer,
iPhone, etc., to the printer, William Reed and
Associates, who designs, prints and mails it.
Mission accomplished. (It’s really not quite that
simple, but then…..)

Our lighthouse in Riverfront Park will be in
its finishing stages as soon as workers can get back
on the job, seeing how everyone is supposed to
be staying home these days. But I want it known
now, who all you generous people are who gave
so much to have on public display this symbol of
our long-standing friendship with Nishinomiya.
Note the list of Honored Keepers of the Light
and Associate Lighters on page 3). Also, plaques
will be set up next to the lighthouse with those
names and another denoting what it’s all about.
If any additional members and non-members
wish to join in with contributions, contact me.
And since you all are on self-imposed
homestays, continue reading the rest of this
newsletter and enjoy. But it’s most important to
stay safe and in good health!

A note from Kimiko Zento
I hope everyone in Spokane is well. My
thoughts are with everyone who has been affected
by novel coronavirus disease. With the spread of
the disease throughout the world, all the events
have been postponed or cancelled. We had plans
to convene our general meeting and a lecture at
the end of May but now, we changed our plans
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to convene the general
meeting by taking
written resolutions.
And unfortunately,
the student exchange
program of high school
students was cancelled
and when I
think about
the dreams
of those students, my heart aches.
Under these circumstances, what
we need to do now is to keep up our
health and not to be infected with the
virus.
I wish everyone good health.
Please stay healthy. Thank you.
Kimiko Zento
President of Nishinomiya Spokane
Sister City Society
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Spokane/Nishinomiya residents rising to the challenges
As the stubborn Covid 19 virus works its way through
the planet, some of our longtime Sister Cities members in
Spokane and Nishinomiya recall huge disasters in recent
decades.
One common theme is that some best of times emerge
from the worst of times.
Sharing from various sources, among the epic events
include.

Spokane Ice Storm
On Nov. 19, 1996, “one of the region’s worst storm in
60 years” dropped 2 inches of freezing rain on top of 2-4
inches of snow. The heavy ice coated trees, roads, buildings and power lines. Four people died in the storm and
power was out for 100,000 people in Spokane County
three days after the storm, with some thousands out for two
weeks.

Spokane Firestorm
On Oct. 16, 1991, tinder-dried forests in the county
and strong winds ignited 92 blazes, burning 35,000 acres.

Tohoku Earthquake and Tsunami
On March 11, 2011 a 9.0 undersea earthquake shook
the coastline and spurred tsunami waves up to 133 feet.
Some 16,000 died in the most powerful earthquake since
1900. Three nuclear reactors were damaged and recovery
will take decades of years.
Mits Nakamura of HotStart Engine Heating headed a
T-shirt drive using the simple words “Japan Hope.” The
proceeds brought $30,000 for the Japanese recovery area.
In those natural disasters, heartfelt messages and sometimes material aid were shared between the sister cities.
While this current coronavirus knows no boundaries,
nor does the genuine care for sharing among the sister cities members.
If we make new T-shirts, as Mits might put it, our new
message would be “U.S.A./Japan Hope!” And “Arigato
Tomodachi/Thanks for our friends.”
							
Chuck Rehberg

Great Hanshin Earthquake
On Jan. 17, 1995, the 6.9 earthquake 11 miles deep
centered near Kobe (Seattle’s sister city) leveled thousands
of buildings in Hyogo Prefecture, including Nishinomiya.
In the area 6,425 died and 45,000 were homeless, with
some $200 billion in damages.
Spokane teachers Stephanie Mollette and Joan Frank
working in Nishinomiya set aside their own property losses
to help the rescue and recovery effort. Mollette said that in
the 5:45 a.m. quake “her iron and ironing board sailed over
her head and her dresser fell on her bed as she awoke.”

Honoring “Keepers of the Light”
During our last annual meeting (mid-March), plaques
containing the Society’s Souvenir Coins were awarded
to some members listed as “Keepers of the Light”
including one for Leslie Miller, designer of the coin
and of the Society’s logo.
Awards also were handed out to
• Akihiro and Dian Nakahara
• Don and Sue Rodman family
• JoAnne and Chuck Rehberg
• Don Trail, Architect
• Larry Yates, Construction
There are many more to be awarded, through the mail.
Congratulations all.

Spokane-Nishinomiya Sister City Society
Celebrating 59 years of Friendship
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Defining ‘distance’ during Covid-19

The SCI Board Chairman offers words to keep the
thoughts and messages in mind for SCI’s theme:
“Connect globally. Thrive locally.” On April 13, the
chairman, San Antonio Mayor Ron Nirenberg, said:
• “Even if we practice social distancing, this does not
		 mean we should practice isolationism. Together, our
		 global community will get through this. Let’s
		 reinforce our values and mission to promote
		 peace through mutual respect, understanding and
		 cooperation – one individual, one community at a
		 time. And may the bridges we build remain open
		 and everlasting.”

{

New Leader at SCI

The new president and CEO of Sister Cities
International is Leroy Allala.
On Jan. 10 Allala succeeded Roger-Mark DeSouza,
who presented a personal letter when Spokane’s
“Connections” garden was dedicated last September
in Riverfront Park.
Allala, of Chicago, previously was executive
vice president of World Business Chicago, a publicprivate partnership which promotes Chicago as
a global destination. He also served for 11 years as
executive director of Chicago Sister Cities
International, a 29 sister city network which was
recognized as that city’s Best Overall program.
							

One example of bridge building was China’s sister city of Wuxi
which pledged to deliver 30,000 face masks to San Antonio.

Chuck Rehberg

{

So how does Sister Cities International operate in a time
of “stay home” coronavirus orders?
• That is not easy for thousands of Sister City members
		 in 140 countries.
• E-mail helps connect global villages. And video chats
		 like Skype and Zoom help some continuity with
		 meetings. The annual convention may be online.

Permanent plaques to be displayed
in the “Connections Garden”
Organizations,
companies, and
individuals who
contributed their time,
talents and funds to
the construction of the
Spokane-Nisinomiya
section of the
“Connections Garden”
Plaque that will be
placed next to the
Imazu Lighthouse.
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Mukogawa Fort Wright Institute
“The campus is quiet,” reports Ron Belisle, a teacher at Mukogawa Fort Wright Institute and V.P. of
Membership on our Society board. “Our students
were sent home three weeks ago (middle of March),
all 222 of them. All classes have been moved online

using Google Classroom and we (all 27 teachers)
are teaching remotely until the end of the term on
May 15.” And the campus is looking beautiful, as
depicted in these to photos, by Ron.
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